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Introduction

History is communicated in a culture according to the collective psychology of
the times. Homer composed his saga of Greece’s Trojan War, and Vyasa his narra-
tive of India’s Mahabharata War, using the medium of the epic poem and inter-
lacing mythological tales with historical events. Gibbon in The History of the Rise
and Fall of the Roman Empire, and Toynbee in A4 Study of History, wrote within the
tradition of Western rationalism and gave scholarly accounts of history. Engels and
Marx, during a period of revolutionary foment, presented their dialectical view of
history in the form of a manifesto.

There has been an evolution in the way humans attempt to grasp reality. This
was the great insight of Swiss cultural philosopher Jean Gebser, who made a monu-
mental study of the evolutionary development of human consciousness. Gebser
perceived that the cognitive styles humans have used to understand their world have
evolved from magical to mythological to mental (mental in the sense of rational).
Gebser believes that human consciousness is now undergoing another fundamental
shift, from the rationality of the mental style to an emergent arational structure of
consciousness. Characteristic of arational cognition is its integrative, holistic, non-
linear and intuitional nature. This is the style of consciousness which will become
dominant in the new era, the era which social commentators have variously called
post-industrial, post-modern, aquarian, or new age. We can already see the preva-
lence of this patterning of thought among people identifying with new age culture
and holistic paradigms.

Prabhat Rainjan Sarkar has given a theory of history which, in content and mode
of expression, is compatible with this new age structure of consciousness. His body
of thought covers a wide range of disciplines, but he does not come from the tradi-
tion of academic scholasticism. His teaching is in the tradition of the sage. Like
the Buddha and Ramakrishna, he has presented his philosophy in inspired oral
discourses. But, unlike past sages who spoke almost exclusively of the perennial
philosophy, of spiritual and moral concerns, Sarkar has stepped into the intellectual
territory of scholars and is propounding original socio-economic and scientific
theories.

In his discourses on history, Sarkar portrays the pattern of human events in
broad, intuitive strokes. He draws more on archetypal imagery than on historical
documentation to convey his theory. His narrative is vividly expressed and rich in
humanistic moral judgment. Here, for example, are some of Sarkar’s comments on
the oppression of women during the Medieval Era, when an ecclesiastic elite domi-
nated society:
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The [clerical intelligentsia] reduced women to the position of wageless slaves.
Conspiring to cripple women in every way, they fabricated “divine” commandments
together with numerous kinds of scriptural injunctions, paralogical tenets, and imagi-
nary yarns of sin and virtue. . . The majority of women became mere objects of enjoy-
ment. Society refused to recognize anything except their ability to conceive and bring up
their progeny. . .

In the first dawn of human knowledge, women, too, imparted knowledge to others.
They also composed mantras and offered libations to the sacrificial fires sitting beside
men. In the [Medieval] era, however, they lost that role, and all possible means were
taken to firmly establish their slavery. . . Women were relegated to the status of animals
and cattle. They became mere household necessities. . . Few keep count of the millions of
women who wept and sobbed themselves to death in the darkness of many a sleepless
night. They were leveled flat like soft earth under the administrative steam-roller of the
[intelligentsia].

This is not an account of the Middle Ages from the dispassionate tomes of the
scholarly historian. This is history told with reference to the experience of the
human heart.

In writing my brief synopsis of Sarkar’s theory of history, I felt it appropriate to
preserve his descriptive style, using accessible and vivid imagery rather than obscure
and dry historical fact, and adopting a narrative rather than analytical flow of
thought. To complement and accentuate this writing style, Michael McClure has
illustrated the text in a comic fashion, using archetypal images familiar to a Western
audience. His graphics highlight important concepts and add lightness through
frequent juxtaposition of humor with the text’s intense, epochal depiction of
history.

HumanStory is an introduction to Sarkar’s ideas on the dynamics of history,
central to which is his concept of the social cycle. To appreciate the significance of
the social cycle, it is helpful to review the perspective Sarkar has taken on causality
in history. The attempt to identify the causal agent behind historical dynamics has
been a central concern of historians. Marx believed that economic forces of produc-
tion generated antagonistic class differences which led to successive forms of class
struggle. His notion of historical causality was firmly rooted in dialectics and philo-
sophical materialism. Spengler held the view that the life of a nation is analogous
to the seasons of the year: a people’s history goes through its vigorous springtime
assent, its robust summer flowering, its autumnal decline, and its winter decay and
death. In Spengler’s naturalistic interpretation of history nations, like physical
organisms, must suffer inevitable demise. For Toynbee, the genesis of a civilization



results from a people’s making a creative response to a challenge presented by their
natural or social environment, with its continued existence contingent on its ability
to meet fresh challenges. Thus, for Toynbee, the historical process is rooted in the
human spirit; material and naturalistic forces only present the adversity to which
human fortitude must respond.

Sarkar analyzes history from the perspective of collective psychology. He builds
his view of historical causality primarily upon human personality archetypes and
their expression in collective aggregates. Sarkar identifies four personality arche-
types, which, in their collective expression, form four psycho-social classes. These
are: the laborers, whose primary activity is physical toil; the warriors, who are
engaged in physical challenge; the intellectuals, who are involved with mental
pursuits; and the capitalists, whose concern is with economic enterprise. Each of
these archetypal personalities has—as explained in more detail in the text—their
own characteristic style of self-expression. 5

Now we come to Sarkar’s concept of the social cycle. For Sarkar, the natural
pattern of history involves the cyclic rotation of these psycho-social classes into
positions of social dominance. The natural progression of the social cycle occurs in
the following order of class dominance: from laborer class to warrior class, to intel-
lectual class to capitalist class. Attaching this natural cyclic order to human history,
we find that the early and middle Paleolithic era was dominated by the laborer
class, the upper Paleolithic era and the Age of Antiquity by the warrior class, the
medieval era by the intellectual class, and most of the modern era by the capitalist
class.

The second rotation of the social cycle began with the workers’ and peasants’
revolutions of the 20th Century which brought the warrior class into dominance
for the second time. In Eastern Europe, we are now seeing the beginnings of the
transition from militarist dominated societies to new social orders dominated by the
intelligentsia. This transition from the second warrior era to the second intellectual
era validates the prediction Sarkar made when he first propounded his social cycle
theory in the late 50’s. Sarkar rejected Marx’s idea that a classless society would
evolve following the overthrow of capitalist class dominance. He held instead that
communist societies are dominated by the militarist class, and that this militarist
class would eventually be succeeded by the rise of the intellectual class. Recent
events in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union substantiate Sarkar’s theory.

Theories of history are ordinarily of interest only to students of history. Marx,
Spengler and Toynbee are exceptions, their ideas having attracted a wider audience.
The principle reason that Marx’s historical materialism, Spengler’s rise and fall of
natons, and Toynbee’s genesis of civilizations command so much attention is that

vii
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these historical theories provide powerful perspectives with which to analyze and
predict currents in human affairs. They are used to make the case for the necessity
of class struggle, for the fated decline of the American empire, or for concerns over
the lack of a spiritual vitality in Western civilization.

As evidenced by the social cycle’s capacity to shed light on the historical
dynamics at work in Eastern Europe, Sarkar’s theory of history carries this same
sense of relevance. But Sarkarian history has a relevance with goes beyond its
apparent predictive validity. Its greater importance is its appeal to those compas-
sionate souls who seek to understand history so they can effectively move a human
society in crisis onto a new course, a new destiny. Sarkar asserts that spiritually
aware and humanistically dedicated people—a classless group he calls sadvipras—
can guide the movement of the social cycle in a manner that will largely eliminate
the historical scourge of class oppression. In Sarkar’s opinion, it is one of the great
tasks of this transitional era in human history to establish sadvipran personalities in
nuclear positions of influence in society. If this were accomplished, universal
human interests would surpass class interests in the affairs of society. Sarkar makes
this final appeal in Human Society I1, his treatise on history:

The social cycle shall go on and on. None can stop this rotation. . . one era always
Jollows another. The sadvipras cannot stop this process. [But] they must be vigilant so
that. . . [class interests] do not become exploiters but govern society as benevolent leaders.
.« In the absence of a sadvipra society the social cycle is moving on its natural course. In
every age the leadership of the predominant class has become exploitative, and thereafter
comes evolution or revolution. For want of sadvipras’ assistance, the foundation of
human society is lacking firmness. . . These sadvipras shall work for the good of all coun-
tries, for the all-round emancipation of the entire humanity. The downtrodden
humanity of this disgraced world is looking to the eastern horizon, eagerly awaiting their
advent with earnest zeal. Let the cimmerian darkness of the interlunar night disappear
Jfrom their faces. Let human beings of the new dawn wake up in a new world.

Two decades ago, humanity was able to look at its world from a new perspective.
Through the eyes of the Apollo astronauts we saw our home planet as one world
floating in the vastness of space. This view has stirred us to recognize that our
world is inhabited by one indivisible humanity. We now see awakening in our
collective consciousness a new mythos: that of universal humanism. A vision of
history is now needed which illumines and vitalizes humanity’s conversion to

universal humanism. Sarkar has met this need; he has given us an aquarian view of
history.

Ron Logan



Chapter One

The Era of the Laborer



Out of the unfathomable Cosmic Imagination . . .

. . . our universe was conceived and born.
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In an enormous explosion, elemental energies and particles emerged from the void
and were hurled outward into the vastness of space . . .
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Matter clustered to form stars, and stars were gathered into great swirling

galaxies.



ay galaxy—became the hub of a

anetary system. Our earth, situated a favorable distance from the sun

Our sun—one star among billions in the Milky W
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the right conditions for complex molecules to form.



Three billion years ago, somewhere in the primordial muck which covered the
earth’s surface, life began.
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Several million years ago the erect-walking, communal, intelligent primate

Australopithecus emerged.
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From Australopithecus evolved Homo erectus, with the dawning of human-like
consciousness.

Then came Homo sapiens with new powers of mind, including the capacity to
create culture and civilization. So began the human story.



The first expression of humanity’s social existence was far from noble. There was
litde to distinguish human life from the life of other primates.

Prehistoric humans faced a hostile environment. Powerful predatory animals,
inclement weather, and the hard labor of hunting and gathering food made their
lives a continuous struggle for survival.

The minds of early humans were preoccupied with meeting their physical needs—
there was little scope for higher pursuits. This created in them a laborer mentality,
and shaped the nature of their society.



These prehistoric laborers were not guided by high ideals or by human values.
They acted in response to the immediate demands of their environment, and cheir
society was formed accordingly. They lived in small groups, maintained out of a
mutual need for self-protection and division of labor.
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Within these groups there was no established social order; neither were there fixed
social ties. Group and family bonds were weak. Their harsh existence gave them
little scope to feel closeness or to express sympathy towards the frail and the
suffering.

Mating relationships had little permanence and were typically polyandrous. Family
ties arose from the sentiment mothers developed for their children.
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The lives of the early laborers were filled with hard physical toil, leaving them with

little opportunity to use their minds creatively.

Their culture reflected the nature of their existence. Their art portrayed sensual or
material concerns.
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Religious feelings arose out of their fears.

They attributed supernatural powers to the awesome forces of nature, which they
dreaded and could not comprehend.



For thousands of years, prehistoric humans toiled and struggled in their unglam-
orous existence. But gradually, out of this harsh and difficulc life, a new type of
mentality evolved.

A few within the laborers’ society ceased to face the world with submissiveness and
fear. They began to look upon the obstacles and dangers of their environment as
challenges to boldly confront and conquer.
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To express their conquest-loving mentality they developed new, warrior-like char-
acter traits: courage, spiritedness, and valor.

Those with a warrior mentality became a distinct new class, and rapidly rose to
dominate the more fearful and submissive laborers. Society underwent a metamor-
phosis to a warrior society. The late Stone Age marked the beginning of the
warrior era.
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Ghapter Two

The Warrior Era
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Early warriors lived to express valor and vitality through fight and conquest.

Because of their high-spiritedness, they developed a strong sense of honor. In bat-
tle, they would not strike a person from behind, nor would they attack the young
or helpless.
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The warriors’ code of honor held more importance to them than their existence.
They preferred a noble death to ignoble defeat or dishonorable conduct.
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Their concern with prestige caused a sense of conscience and duty to awaken in
them. This had a healthy effect on society; out of duty, the warrior men began to
take greater responsibility for their families.
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Women no longer were burdened with being the sole providers and protectors of
the young . ..

- - - and socially-recognized marriage came into vogue.

15
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At the beginning of the warrior era, the system of leadership was matriarchal. Brave
and spirited women were recognized as group mothers of the clan or tribe. This ear-
ly matriarchal rule was humanity’s first expression of an established social system.
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Gradually men’s role in family life became more prominent. This led to a decline
in the status of the group mothers, and matriarchy was eventually replaced by the
rule of male chieftains and monarchs.

Although women no longer were the leaders of the society, they still enjoyed a so-
cial status equivalent with men’s and were respected as men’s equals.
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The warriors remembered and glorified the valiant deeds of their ancestors. Tales
of the heroic exploits of their forebears gave them the inspiration to boldly under-

take new risk-filled ventures.
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Because of the respect instilled in them for their family heritage, warrior children
developed a sense of duty towards their parents and family ties became very strong.

With the formation of tight family units, society too became more firmly united.
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Unlike the laborers, the warriors’ religious expression was not motivated by fear of
the forces of nature. The warriors’ religion reflected their fearless, high-minded
mentality. When they prayed, they asked their gods to provide for the subjects un-
der their rule. Their deities were usually powerful animal spirits or human-like
gods and goddesses who possessed qualities glorified in the warrior society.

There were high points of religious expression in the warrior age, including the in-
spired teachings of Pharaoh Ikhnaton, the lyrical praise of God by King Solomon,
the mystical yoga of the Pandava princes, and the taoist wisdom of King Wen.

Because of its warring nature, the warrior society required a high degree of social
unity and firm social discipline.

There was also a need to bind kingdoms together with an efficient system of social
administration and to coordinate the building of means of transport and communi-
cation. It was in the warrior era that the state came into being.



When the warrior society became patriarchal, leadership was held by a chieftain
who established his right to rule by virtue of his superior physical might.

Whoever in the tribe proved himself to be the strongest commanded the respect
and authority to lead the clan.
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With the death of a chieftain, the strongest warriors would battle each other to es-
tablish a successor.

To put an end to the destructiveness of these conflicts, a hereditary system of suc-
cession began, and monarchy came into vogue.
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Because of the power and daring of the great warriors, most people looked upon
them with fear and awe.

They willingly submitted to the warriors’ rule . . .
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. .. and often attributed godlike status to them.

The kings, in turn, felt an obligation to protect the subjects under their dominion.
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But the reign of these absolute monarchs was not always paternal and benevolent.
At times they maintained their dominance in a brutal and rapacious manner, cal-
lously wielding power for the sake of their own vainglory.
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Their subjects became cannon fodder in their incessant wars of plunder and con-
quest. They lusted after ever-increasing glory and dominion, and built up their em-
pires without concern for the toll of lives lost in battle.

21



ADDY, '
HEN | GROW N
UP I WANT TOBE
JUST LIKE You—

RrICH AND
POWERFUL!
S " |

With hereditary succession to the throne, reign was often passed on to unworthy
descendants.

Such descendants became monarchs by virtue of their birth, but they lacked the
true warrior qualities of heroic bravery and high-spiritedness.

These pseudo-warriors eventually came to predominate the royal families. The

weakening of leadership in the warrior society foreshadowed the fall of the warrior
class from their position of unchallenged dominance.
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The warriors had physical strength and courage, but they lacked the intellect need-
ed to devise subtle tactics of warfare or to invent sophisticated weapons. They

needed the help of people with intellectual skills.
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On their own, they could not administer their increasingly complex, expanding

kingdoms. In the process of building up their empires, the warriors became more
and more dependent upon advisors.
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In the latter part of the warrior era, continuous military clashes and ever-growing
transportation, communication and administration problems created conditions for
the growth of a class of people engaged in intellectual work.
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Not only did the number of the intellectually employed increase, but their designs
on power also grew. The dull-witted, pseudo-warrior royalty simply could not
fathom the wiliness of the aspiring intellectual class.

The ministers of the court filled their monarchs’ears with flattery and praise—and
then proceeded to tell them what to think.
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Almost unawares, the proud and regal royalty had their formidable power wrested
from them by shrewd administrators and councilors.

The duped kings became puppets to their ministers, and the system of rule was no
longer that of monarchy, but became a “ministocracy.”
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While the locus of power shifted, the outer form of government did not change.
The ministers who held the power behind the throne maintained the facade of
monarchy. In this way, they could conveniently control the commoners who had
accepted that their kings ruled by virtue of divine right. A new era dawned in
human history, one in which socicty was dominated by the intellectual class.
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The Intellectual Era
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In the early phase of the intellectual era, society benefited to some extent from this
change. The intelligentsia introduced a more orderly social system.

They often saved the common people from the monarchy’s arbitrary high-
handedness and from the cruel slavery to which many had been subjected under the
warriors’ rule.
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The mentality of intellectuals is fundamentally different from that of warriors or
laborers. Unlike laborers, intellectuals are not inert or powerless in the face of
obstacles.

But neither do they leap courageously into struggle as do those having the warrior

mentality.
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Instead, they first use their keen intellect to carefully devise a strategy of action.
Then they put this strategy into effect by making use of the physical labor of the

workers and the brute force and spirited courage of the warriors.

Their approach to action was not characterized by the drudgery of the laborers or
the bold-spiritedness of the warriors, but by thoughtfulness and cunning,
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Those who are mentally evolved have the capacity to direct their intellects towards
y P
genuine high-mindedness and to awaken spiritual awareness.

But the rule of intellectuals was rarely characterized by benevolence and true spiri-
wality, for very few of them cultivated virtuous qualities. Instead, most of them
used their mental gifts to fulfil their sensual desires.
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In their efforts to get what they wanted, they avoided taking risks or doing any
honest, hard work. Rather, the intelligentsia exploited the abilities of the laborers
and warriors.
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The intellectuals were adept at making an outward show of honesty and piousness.

But in their efforts to maintain their dominance and gratify their passions, there
was no action too unscrupulous for them to undertake . . .



... And it was often difficult to discern the sinister intentions behind their cunning
plans.

Unlike the warriors, whose path was simple and straightforward, the intellectuals
were masters of deceit and could be crooked from start to finish.
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Unfortunately for the public, both the ambition and the callousness of the intelli-
gentsia frequently exceeded that of the power-thirsting monarchs of the prior
warrior era.

The scale of the campaigns of conquest undertaken in the Age of Antiquity by the
warrior class paled before the jihads and crusades of the Medieval Era instigated in
the name of religion by the intellectual class.
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Unlike the warriors, the intellectuals could not bully others through the use of
brute force. So they needed some other method to compel people to respond to
their bidding. Their most effective control was to cloud people’s minds with relig-
ious dogmas, illogical superstitions, and bogus mythological stories. These were
skillfully propagated to instill fear and inferiority into the minds of common
people.

By this means, the intelligentsia kept people ignorant and were able to fill their
minds with bigotry, fanaticism and blind faith.

This ignorance and religious fanaticism led to some of the darkest chapters in
human history. When the priests launched their cruel inquisitions, millions of
innocent people were burned at the stake by fear-ridden fanatics carrying out the

“holy” work of the Church.
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The clergy profited immensely from the false belicfs they sowed. People were led to
believe that before they could receive the blessings of God they would have to peti-
tion those who were ordained to intervene on their behalf.

Only the priests, friars and mullahs could—for the right price—intercede with
Vishnu, Jehovah or Allah to have the sins of the devout forgiven.
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It was not possible for uneducated people in the Medieval Era to conceive of
defying the God-sanctioned authority of the popes, ayatollahs and high priests.

Even the mighty kings and knights became the servants of the Church, believing

without question that their crusades against the infidels would earn them glory in

the coming kingdom of heaven.
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The intellectual era did have a constructive side. To maintain their privileged posi-
tion, the intellectuals preached religious philosophies; through this religious
posturing society was benefited.

To convincingly pose as pillars of righteousness, the intelligentsia had to undertake
gly p P g g

public service. When they heard the religious discourses of the priests, the common

people were often inspired to give attention to their moral and spiritual develop-

ment. All this had a helpful effect on social progress.

The social system which evolved in the warrior era was based on firm discipline and
collective unity.

In the intellectual era, society became more cohesive as religious teachings imparted
a decper sense of morality, leading to an increase in social awareness.



Whereas the warriors had their pyramids and palaces built by commanding slave
labor to do their bidding, the great cathedrals and mosques of the intellectual era
were built through the voluntary efforts of whole communities.
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There was other good which came from the rule of intellectuals. Because of their
talent for effectively administrating the society, people’s abilities were put to fuller
use. The material base of the society increased and, in general, people could betcer
obtain their basic necessities.

People also enjoyed a greater degree of social security under the rule of the intelli-
gentsia. Rather than being run by the dictates of royal whim—as it had been in the

warrior age—government was more often run according to systems of law and
constitutional authority.
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Yet it cannot be said that the social edifice which was constructed in the intellectual
era was built out of concern for people’s needs or for their human sentiments. This
was clearly evident in the institution of marriage. The families of the betrothed
made the marriage arrangements without regard for the feelings of their children.
Their primary concern was to maintain their family prestige and to preserve the
rigidity of the class or caste system.
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In the society of the intellectual era, women were severely oppressed. They lost
their human dignity and were made wageless slaves and objects of men’s enjoy-
ment.

The church concocted scriptural injunctions—which were presented as divine

commandments—declaring that a woman’s role was to bear children and serve her
man.
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Because of this oppressive patriarchal dogma, a woman’s very existence was defined
in relation to men. Without a husband and children, a woman’s life held litde
meaning in the eyes of society.

This caused women to develop crippling inferiority complexes and to suffer lives of
great anguish and despair.
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The priestly elite never shied away from taking full advantage of human weaknesses.
They poisoned people’s minds with pious scriptural utterances, typically spoken in

dead languages.

They tormented people with fear, holding before them the prospect of dangling
over the fires of hell should they fail to maintain blind adherence to the one true
way to salvation.
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In short, the society of the Middle Ages paid little regard to humanity. Religious

dogmas were severely rigid and the social institutions were oppressive and inhu-
mane.

But not all of the mentally developed people of that era were parasites on society.
There were some noble-minded individuals who bravely struggled to humanize the
social system. Great spiritual teachers, such as Gautama Buddha, Chuang Tzu,
Francis of Assisi and Meister Eckhart sought to awaken humanity to the thrill of
freedom, to dogma-free ways of thinking, and to the ideal of universal love.
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These sages and saints were dearly loved by the common people, but were viciously
attacked by those having vested interests to protect.

Many spiritually-inspired reformers were defamed, excommunicated or immolated

for their so-called heretical teachings.
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The intelligentsia would war against each other to establish the superiority of their
contending doctrines. They exhibited intolerance of competing ideas and engaged
in intense ideological clash.

But when any reformer tried to awaken rational and humanistic sentiments among
the people, the leaders of the different sects would form unholy alliances to stop
short the spread of progressive ideas. Establishment-defending intellectuals would
fight humanistic reformers tooth and nail.
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Sometimes the progressive ideas popularized by the martyred reformers gained
acceptance. The intelligentsia would then praise these great people and use their
memory in hypocritical oratories designed to further exploit the populace.

The intellectual class exhibited great cunning devoid of noble intent. They were
inhuman, deceitful, rapacious, and—above all—selfish.
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In the intellectual era, material wealth gradually assumed ever greater importance.
With their intellects directed towards baser pursuits, the nobility and church offi-
cials indulged heavily in acquiring and enjoying refined material objects. They
sought to expand their collections of art and finely crafted luxuries.

They also needed revenues to finance their war campaigns and crusades.
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Although material wealth became important to the intelligentsia, they lacked the
inclination and the practical skills to deal proficiently with commerce and finance.
They had very little aptitude for barter and trade, for capital accumulation, for
expansion of markets, or for money-lending.
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The merchant class were adept at these commercial activities. Because of the
nobility’s growing desire for material commodities and the need to increase the
state treasury, the status of the merchant class inevitably rose.



This development marked the twilight of the intellectual era and set the stage for
another major change in class dominance.
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